HUMAN VERTEBRATE
 
The following policies will govern the use of human beings in agriscience fair research projects: 
1.	No projects involving human cultures of any type (mouth, throat, skin or otherwise) are allowed. However, tissue cultures purchased from reputable biological supply houses or research facilities are suitable for the student researcher(s)’use. Researchers should not use animals (including insects, birds, fish etc.) to represent human tissue. Research in health systems related to humans is beyond the scope of the agriscience fair.
2.	Projects that involve taste, color, texture or any other choice are allowed but are limited to preference only. Quantities of normal food and non-alcoholic beverages are limited to normal serving amounts or less. No project may use drugs, food or beverages in order to measure their effect on a person. 
3.	The only human blood that may be used is that which is either obtained through a blood bank, hospital or laboratory. No blood may be drawn by any person or from any person specifically for an agriscience project. This rule does not preclude student researcher(s) making use of the data collected from blood tests not made exclusively for an agriscience project. 
4.	Psychological, educational and opinion studies are allowed. Projects that involve learning, ESP, motivation, hearing and vision are also permitted (examples might include surveys, questionnaires, tests, etc.).
5.	Data/record review studies in which the data is taken from preexisting data sets that are publicly available and/or published and do not involve any interaction with humans or the collection of any data from a human participant for the purpose of the research project are allowed. 
6.	No project will be allowed that is in violation of these rules. No person may perform any experiment for student researcher(s) that violates any of the rules. 

NON-HUMAN VERTEBRATE

The following policies will govern the use of non-human vertebrates in agriscience fair research projects: 
1.	The use of vertebrate animals in agriscience projects is allowable under the conditions and rules below. Vertebrate animals are defined as a. Live, nonhuman vertebrate mammalian embryos or fetuses. b. Tadpoles. c. Bird and reptile eggs within three days (72 hours) of hatching. d. All other non-human vertebrates (including fish) at hatching or birth.
2.	Vertebrate animal studies may be conducted at a home, school, farm, ranch, in the field, etc. This includes a. Studies of animals in their natural environment. b. Studies of animals in zoological parks. c. Studies of livestock that use standard agricultural practices. d. Studies of fish that use standard aquaculture practices. 
3.	Intrusive techniques used cannot exceed momentary pain and must comply with commonly accepted agriculture and livestock management procedures. 
4.	Student researcher(s) are prohibited from designing or participating in an experiment associated with the following types of studies on vertebrate animals: a. Induced toxicity studies with known toxic substances that could cause pain, distress or death, including but not limited to alcohol, acid rain, harmful chemicals or heavy metals. b. Behavioral experiments using conditioning with aversive stimuli, mother/infant separation or induced helplessness. c. Studies of pain. d. Predator/vertebrate prey experiments. 
5.	Food and water cannot be used or withheld for more than 24 hours for maze running and other learning or conditioning activities. 
6.	The student researcher(s) and advisor have the responsibility to see that animals are properly cared for in a well-ventilated, lighted and warm location with adequate food, water and sanitary conditions. Care must be taken to see that organisms are properly cared for during weekends and vacation periods.
7.	Livestock or fish raised for food using standard agricultural/aquacultural production practices may be euthanized by a qualified adult for carcass evaluation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]8.	No vertebrate animal deaths due to the experimental procedures are permitted in any group or subgroup. a. Studies that are designed or anticipated to cause vertebrate animal death are prohibited. B .Any death that occurs must be investigated by a veterinarian or another professional qualified to determine if the cause of death was incidental or due to the experimental procedures. The project must be suspended until the cause is determined and then the results must be documented in writing. c. If death was the result of the experimental procedure, the study must be terminated, and the study will not qualify for the National FFA Agriscience Fair. 
9.	Projects that involve behavioral studies or newly hatched chickens or other birds will be allowed provided no change has been made in the normal incubation and hatching of the organism and all vertebrate rules are followed.

IF IN DOUBT, ASK!!!!

